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Today, CLYDEUNION is recognised as a

world-leading centre of excellence in pump

technology and bespoke pumping solutions.

We are active across many market sectors,

with our main operations relating to highly

critical areas throughout oil extraction and

processing, nuclear power, conventional

power, water treatment, desalination and

other industrial applications.

The history of CLYDEUNION begins
with the formation, in 1871, of the
engineering firm of G&J Weir. Founded
by brothers James and George Weir in
Glasgow, the company quickly prospered
as a result of the improvements they
introduced to pump machinery and
valve technologies. Their work found
applications across the world, from
marine engines and power stations
to desalination plants.

By the end of the twentieth century,
G&J Weir had acquired Drysdale
Pumps, Harland, Mather and Platt,
and WH Allen. They had also, under

the name Weir Pumps, grown into
one of the most respected and iconic
engineering enterprises in Scotland.

Meanwhile, just 14 years after the
establishment of G&J Weir, the Union
Manufacturing Pump Company was
incorporated in 1885 in Michigan
USA. Specialising in the design and
manufacturing of steam pumps,
they grew prosperous, adopted the
name Union Pump and established
a Canadian sister company.

In 2006, two other highly respected
specialist companies, David Brown
Pumps of England and DB Guinard

Pumps of France, were brought
under the Union Pump umbrella.

A new chapter in the development
of both companies began in 2007,
when Weir Pumps was bought by
Clyde Blowers, a company owned
and run by Jim McColl (who had
started his working life as an apprentice
with Weir Pumps). At this time the
name changed to Clyde Pumps.
In 2008, Clyde Blowers bought Union
Pump and amalgamated the two
specialist engineering companies
into CLYDEUNION.

Generations of experience

While the name is comparatively recent, CLYDEUNION Pumps is one of the most
experienced specialist engineering companies in the world. Formed through the
acquisition and integration of a series of highly respected pumpmanufacturers and
designers on both sides of the Atlantic, CLYDEUNION incorporates an accumulation
of well over 300 years of engineering expertise.

George Weir: The eldest of
the brothers, George trained
as a ship’s engineer.

James Weir: The second eldest, James began work
at 15 in a consulting engineers in Glasgow. He was
the inventor of the celebrated direct-acting feed pump.

It’s in the DNA: Inspectors oversee the assembly of a
turbine feed pump, a precursor to the state of the art
TWL widely used in nuclear power stations today.

*This is a heritage product acquired when the Weir Pumps business transferred to Clyde Pumps in May 2007.

}*Weir Pumps, Mather & Platt,
Drysdale, WH Allen, Girdlestone,
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Union Pump, David Brown Pumps,
DB Guinard Pumps, American
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Reliability, simplicity, safety, and emission 
control are synonymous with the 
petrochemical industry and CLYDEUNION 
Pumps has ensured its products are  
suitable for these key requirements.

Reliability has always been a benchmark 
for CLYDEUNION Pumps products and 
notable features have recently been 
introduced to enhance reliability well above  
market levels.  One  specific example 
is improved bearing arrangements 
extending bearing operating life beyond 

specification requirements and customer 
expectations. CLYDEUNION Pumps is 
proving that ‘attention to detail’ in design 
and manufacture can extend mean time 
between failure (MTBF) above what has 
been recognised as acceptable in the past.

CLYDEUNION Pumps recognises current 
environmental regulations limiting toxic 
emissions and has reacted positively 
by introducing the patented CP system. 
This system is capable of providing 
product pump sealing with ‘zero’ 

emissions to the atmosphere. The 
CP system also contributes to health  
and safety reducing the risk of contact with 
hazardous liquids.

The CLYDEUNION Pumps CUP-VS4 is 
a prime example of our drive towards 
simplicity.  It neatly mounts within and is 
supported by the suction and discharge 
pipework, obviating the need for pump 
foundations thus reducing installation 
costs and also minimising the footprint  
size required for the pump.





12 CLYDEUNION PUMPS WATER & INDUSTRIAL 13

CUP - OH2

CUP - BB5





*This is a heritage product acquired when the Weir Pumps business transferred to Clyde Pumps in May 2007.

We are constantly endeavouring to improve the performance of our equipment and as a result, 
we reserve the right to make alterations from time to time, and equipment may differ from that detailed in this brochure.

*Weir Pumps, Mather & Platt, 
Drysdale, WH Allen, 

Girdlestone, Allen Gwynnes, 
Harland

OUR EXTENSIVE BRAND HERITAGE :

Union Pump, 
David Brown Pumps,
 DB Guinard Pumps,

American Pump, Pumpline


